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From my Houfe in St. James’s Square, 
September 7. 

The Continuation of the Virtue of James 
Aymar’s Wand, 


ANY of the People of 
France were fo prejudiced 
p in favour of this Impo- 


ftor, that they made him 
do things which he never thought of, 
and found out Reafons to excufe him 
when he did nor fucceed. He im- 
pos’d on the Publick by the appear- 
ance of a fimple and ruftick Air, and 
fpeaking only the Gibberifh of his 
Cithety ; but he was in the bottom 
nothing lefs than what he appeared 
to be. The Motion of his Wand was 
the Caufe of the Illufion. The Peo- 
ple faw the forked Stick turn fo dex- 
teroufly in his Hand, rhat they did 
not perceive the infenfible Motion of 
his Fift, which determined it toturn 
aan and quick, by the Spring 
which he gave.to his Wand. Belides 


his apparent natural Plainnefs, he 
affected to be devour, went often to 
Confeflion, every Day to Mafs, and 
fhewed other external Tokens of a 
great Senfe of Religion; and afhr- 
med that he had very carefully pre- 
ferved his Virginity, without which 
(as he faid) he could not fucceed with 
his Wand. He would not walk in 
the Streets in the Day-time, for fear, 
as he faid, of being murdered b 

Thieves and Pick-Pockets. But all 
this was only, becaulé the Night 
ferved better for his Tricks. How- 
ever ridiculous he was, yct he did 
not want Admirers, and confequent- 
ly People to cry him up. Some wan- 
ted to Enow when a Peace would be 
concluded ; others were very defi- 
rousto be informed how many Vi- 
tories the King fhould get the next 
Campagn. Some ask’d him whether 
he could not difcover the Thieves, 


who were guilty of fuch a Robbery, 
at 
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at fucha time, in fucha Place, &c. 
Others were eager to be certihed, 
whether fuch a Saint was not the true 
one, rather than that of another Pa- 
rifh. which bragged of having him 
alf. Others brought Relicks to him, 
to know whether they really belong'd 
to fuch a Saint. A Young Silk- 
Weaver, who was cantracted, gave 
him Two Crowns to know wherher 
the Woman he was contracted to 
had her Maiden Head or no. Thofe 
who fhar'd the Protit took care to 
bring Grift to the Mill, and made 
them pay the Moncey before hand 
Such a Man as this at London, with 
his Wand, would be a certain Gain, 
and aninexhaultible Mine for thofe 
who fhould have a Share in the Pro- 
fic ; fince it is well known that fe- 
veral of our Petry-Conjurers, who 
do hot pretend to perform a thou- 
fandth Part of the Miracles attribu- 
ted to Fames Aymar ; gain to them- 
felves confiderable Eftates, by the 
good Opinion that the well difpofed 
People of Great Britain have of them. 
If this Trade of the Wand-had gone 
on in France, the Perfons who fuf- 
ym others, and thofe who were 
ufpected, would have ftrove who 
fhould pay him beft. He would have 
got Money out of the Husbands and 
Wives, the Gallants and their Mi- 
ftrefles. The Wand would not have 
moved but for thofe who gave moft. 
I believe that if the Myftery of thefe 
forts of pretended Prodigies could 
be difcovered, we fhould find that 
there is a Combination of People al- 
ways at the Head of the Plots, who, 
upon the firft broaching of theCheat 
abroad, go about and boaft of an 


extraordinary Talentand endeavour 
under-hand to eftablifh the Belief of 
it ; witnelsthe late French Prophets. 
But there are fome Cheats who have 
no need of Emiffarics ; the Creduli- 
ty of the Publick is a fuficient Pre- 
paration for their acting the Impo- 
lture. However, now we'll proceed 
to fhew the full Difcovery of the 
Cheat of this Wand, which is well 
worth Obfervation. The Court of 
France hearing of the great Miracles 
performed by Virtue of the faid 
Wand in feveral Provinces ordered 
James Aymar to be fent for to Pars, 
to make fome of his Experiments be- 
fore the Prince ot Conde, whofe ex- 
traordinary Abilitics proved faral to 
the Impoftor and his Followers, and 
foon pull'd down the Trophies fet 
up by the Partifans of ames Aymar. 
This poor Ignoramus was fo wretch- 
edly baffled in the Tryal he made of 
fhewing his Art in the Palace of Con- 
de, that his Reputation became-a 
Bankrupt for ever. The Publick 
was made acquainted with all the 
Tranfactions, and it was in vain to 
plead Uncertainties in the Cafe; fince 
it was by Order of that Great Brince 
that the World was informed of the 
Cheat. Neverthelefs all this would 
not do with fome People, bur they 
were for afligning fome Reafon of 
the Mifcarrioges of the, Wand.; 
among thefé was M. Vallemont, who 
has lately publifh’d, 4 Treatife con- 
cerning the Secret Philofophy of the 
Diviner’s Wand. That Author goes 
about to explains how the Peafanr 
of Dauphine might be miftaken inthe 
Tryal of his Skill before the Prince, 

though 


. 
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though he hed really the Power and 
Gifts of which he boafted. This 
fort of Philofophers, as well as the 
Unfolders of Prophecies, (for both 
of them are of the fame Stamp) are a 
kind of Enthufhafts, who will never 
own themfelves to have been in the 
wrong; and who, though they are 
convinced of the Falfiry of the things 
they have advanc’d, treat with a 
haughty Air thofe Men of found 
Judgment who will not efpoufe their 
whimfical Notions. But notwith- 
ftanding what this and other Authors 
wrote to fypport the Credit of the 
Wand, and keep the Delufion on 
foot ; Fames Ayaar himclf at laft 
confcfled to the Prince of Conde, that 
he knew nothing of all that had been 
attributed to him, and that what he 
had hitherto done was to gain the 
Pence. Whereupon the Prince or- 
dered him to retire as foon as poilible 
to his own Village, becaufe being 
no longer under his Prote&iion, the 
People whom he had accus'd would 
ftop him. I had forgot to mention 
one thing which was more efpecially 
remarkable in this Siury: The Ma- 
Riftrates of the City of Lyons had 
fuch a mighry Veneration for the 
Miracles done by the Wand, that 
they caufed an innocent Man to be 
putto acruel Death upon the bare 
Impeachment of this Impoftor ;_ and 
many other Aéts of Injuftice of the 
like Nature were committed in feve- 
ral other Provinces of the Kingdom. 





This I wrote at Youtig Man's Coffec- 
houfe, Charing Grofs. 

[ Hove obferved of jate.in my Con- 

verfation two forts of Men ; one 


are Gentlemen who take too much 
Liberty both in their Difcourfe and 
Writing, in inventing new Words 
and new Expreilions ; the others are 
they who are too timorous in this 
Affair, and though they have a Ge- 
nius fo curious, yet they will not 
venture upon a Point which may 
lay them open to the Cenfure of the 
Age. I heard at this Place fome 
Gentlemen argue very judicioufly on 
this Head. One of them faid he 
knew a Perfon of Honour who was 
very happy in thinking of new 
Words: For what he wrote in his 
Letters to his Friends was of great 
Serviee to our Language. He intro- 
duc’d fome Phrafes and Words that 
are very pleafant ; and if any Gram- 
marian fhould think otherwife of ir, 
he would deferve no other Treat- 
ment than that Antient Grammarian 
did who cenfur’d the Poct Furius for 
inventing fome Words which fhort- 
ned the Difcourfe,and had no Harfh- 
nef; inthem that might offend nice 
Ears. I muft obferve that there’s no 
better Forge for new Words than 
the Court: For when it produces any 
Novelties in the Language that are 
wellapproved of,aMultitudeofPeople 
willimmediatelytake it up and {pread 
it abroad, It cannot reafonably be dé- 
niedthat great Wirs have a right to 
coin new Words: For otherwife our 
Speech would always’ remain weak 
and barren. It ought ‘therefore to 
be granted, generally fpeaking, thac 
Princes and Counfellors of State have 
a Right to enrich ourLanguage with 
new Terms; not but that we ure 
more fenfible our Language wants 
Words. when we {peak of —-- 

than 
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than when we {peak about Politicks. ‘ like a Roe on the Mountains. Falfe 


"There are two Caufes of the Pover- 
ty of Languages mentioned by Sene- 
ca; one is, that fome Words have 
not yet been found out: the other is 

ny grow out of Ufe. It is to 
be remeinbred thatthe Kemans when 
they wrote nothing but Epigrams, 
complained that they wanted Words, 
from whence we may conclude, that 
Courtiers are fenbble of the fame 
Want; and therefore they may weil 
have recourfe to Invention. The 
Coyning of one Word melts down 
another, which holds true, particu 
larly in the Britif> Court; and there- 
fore itcannot be expe&ted that our 
Language fhould ever ceafe to be 
improved. 





The following Lines were fent 
in a Penny-Poft Letter. 


STR, 
] Who not long ago thought my 
felf one of the moft miferable 
Women in Europe, am now the 
happielt. My Husband, who com- 
mitted all the Cruckties of Nero 
upon me, is languifhing upon his 
Death-Bed,and the Phyficians have 
given him over. My Joy is fo cx- 
ceflive, that I think my felf already 
arrived in Paradife ;but what Rap- 
tures (hall I be tranfported with, 
when he is laid in the filent Tomb 
of Oblivion. and I have put on the 
Widow’s Vail, with my thin de- 
pending Hoods, Indeed my Drefs 
will appear folitary, and much re- 
femble the Habit of a. Nun ; buc 
my little Heart will leap and skip 
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Creature Man fhall never decoy 
me more, or feduce me with idle 
Tales. He that I hope will be ina 
found Sleep in a few Hours, vow'd 
the Night before our Nuptial Ce- 
remonies were performed, that he 
would remain my conftant Lover 
in Diftrefles and Reproaches, when 
Health Strength and Beauty be- 
gan to fail, and even in the time 
that a Series of Years had wrink- 
led my Fair Face,chang’d my Hair 
grcy, and broke the Teeth out of 
my Head. This Language, you 
mult think, was no fmall reviving 
toa Maid of Sixteen.I then thought 
of nothing but f{weetly fwimming 
down the fmooth Streams of Plea- 
{ure for forty or fifty Years at lealt, 
but my bright Sun fcr in lefé than 
fo many Days, and all my Enjoy- 
ments were totally eclipsd. It’s 
true, my Neighbours give out that 
I was wanton, that made him Jea- 
lous; Extravagant, that made him 
Thrifty ; a Scold, that made him 
beat me; anda Brute,which made 
him Blafpheme. Il own I had my 
Failings as well as other Women, 
and did not {pare to read him two 
or three Lecturesevery Night, and 


* fometimes not fuller him to clofe 
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his Eye-lids to fleep till the Lark 
awak’d and began to fing her early 
Mattins. Thefe few Lines I defire 


‘ you to print among the reft of the 


Epiftles fent to you; doubtlefs they 
may be of ufe to many of my Sex: 
And if the Men think that we Wo- 
men breed the Strife,let them grow 
wifeand not be troubled with g¢. 





